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Butler County Board of Elections 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

August 12, 2024 
 

The Butler County Board of Elections met on Monday, August 12, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., for a 

regular meeting. Roll call was taken, and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann 

penska, Member Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg III, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy 

Director Eric Corbin and several members of the public. 

 

Chairman Cloud presented Document 1, Bills. Member Hall moved to approve the bills on 

Document 1; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call:  

Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
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Chairman Cloud presented Document 2, the minutes of the July 5, 2024, meeting. Member 

Wunnenberg moved to approve the July 5, 2024, meeting minutes on Document 2; seconded by 

Member penska. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   abstain  
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Chairman Cloud presented Document 3, the minutes of the July 9, 2024, meeting. Member 

penska moved to approve the July 9, 2024, meeting minutes on Document 3; seconded by 

Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   abstain 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 4, the minutes of the July 31, 2024, meeting. Member 

penska moved to approve the July 31, 2024, meeting minutes on Document 4; seconded by 

Member Hall. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following directives.  

2024-12 Instructions for the Examination of the Petition Proposing Constitutional 

Amendment - Redistricting 

2024-13 Minor Political Party Formation 

2024-14 Preparation for the Statewide Mailings of Absentee Ballot Application 

2024-15 The Examination and Verification of Petitions from Minor Party “Libertarian Party 

of Ohio” Candidates for U.S. Senate as well as President and Vice President of the 

United States 

2024-16 Removal of Non-Citizen Records 

2024-17 Examination and Verification of Petitions from Independent Candidate for 
President and Vice President Filed with the Secretary of State’s Office 

 
Director Unzicker explained that Directives 2024-12 through 2024-15 are normally expected 
directives before a presidential election as well as Directive 2024-17. Directive 2024-16, 
Removal of Non-Citizen Records, is a new directive. She explained that the Ohio Secretary of 
State’s office reviewed the SAVE database and sent notifications to individuals that the BMV 
identified as non-citizens. These voters failed to respond to the notices and the Board of 
Elections was directed to cancel the voter registrations of 35 people in Butler County.  
 
Under New Business Director Unzicker introduced Document 5, Certify Ballot Issues. She 
explained that all the statutory requirements have been met for the issues listed on Document 
5. Member penska moved to approve the issues on Document 5 to the November 5, 2024 
General Election ballot; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Member Hall noted that the City of 
Oxford Fire issue is an Additional levy. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker introduced Document 6, Sufficient Ballot Issues Pending Secretary of State  
and/or Prosecutor Approval. She explained these certifications must be complete by August 
19th, and this certification will be conditional pending final approval from the Ohio Secretary of 
State and the Prosecutor’s office. Member Hall moved to certify the issues listed on page 1 and 
2 of Document 6 on the condition that Secretary of State and Prosecutor approval is provided as 
noted; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 



Page 7 of 12 
 

 



Page 8 of 12 
 

 
Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 7, Ballot Issues in Question. He explained there 
were multiple problems with the two issues filed for Millville Village, one electric aggregation 
issue and one natural gas aggregation issue. He explained that both submitted issues have the 
same problems. The date listed in the resolutions is for a past election of March 19, 2024. The 
ordinances were not certified as true and accurate copies to the Board of Elections. The 
ordinances state they are emergency measures without indicating there was a super majority of 
council to pass the motion in that way. Member Hall asked if anyone was present representing 
the village, there was no one present. Member Wunnenberg expressed his concerns about 
certifying the issue with the given problems and felt the village did not meet their obligations. 
Member Hall asked if Millville could appear on the ballot after this meeting. Deputy Director 
Corbin said the village would not be able to get on the November ballot but could file for a 
future election. Member Wunnenberg moved to not certify the electric and natural gas 
aggregation issues to the ballot for the village of Millville; seconded by Member penska. Roll 
Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin said the prosecutor’s office pointed out that there is an issue with the 
resolution numbers on the filed resolutions, the number listed is off by one. He explained that 
the office reached out to Lemon Township and received an email confirming the typo and were 
provided with the correct information. Member Hall asked to see the email. Member 
Wunnenberg moved to certify the Lemon Township Fire District Replacement levy to the 
November 5, 2024 General Election ballot; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 

 
Deputy Director Corbin introduced Document 8, Insufficient Ballot Issues. He explained that the 
filed petitions did not have enough signatures because the petitioners filled out both questions 
on the form. Member Hall asked if the BOE provided the petitioner with assistance. Deputy 
Director Corbin said we do help as best we can when petitions are filed but the office is 
prohibited from doing a pre-check for the petitioner. Member Hall asked if the petitioner was 
notified so they could try again. Director Unzicker said the petitioner was contacted but only 
had a few days before the deadline and did not refile. Member Hall asked if there were any 
representatives from Christi’s Sports Bar, there were none. Member Hall moved to reject the 
insufficient ballot issue listed on document 8; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
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Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 

 
Under Old Business Deputy Director Corbin addressed two comments from the previous regular 

meeting.  

 

Public Comment: Voting machine had votes on it the morning of election day before the polls 

were opened. 

 

Response: It was reported by one of our prior precinct election officials that in a past election 

they noticed there was a machine that had votes recorded in the morning on Election Day 

before the polls opened. He reported it to the location supervisor and never heard anything 

more about the situation.  

 

Voting machines are checked in the morning on election day to ensure the voting units all have 

zero ballots cast. In the event a voting machine is not zeroed out after the machine’s logic and 

accuracy testing, and is found on the morning of the election, the Board of Elections instructs 
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the Location Supervisor to call the Board of Elections designated number to our IT department. 

If any votes are detected while running the report to open the polls the machine is incapable of 

completing that task and the machine is unable to be used. The Board of Elections will send a 

technician runner to the location to verify that the machine was not correctly cleared after Logic 

and Accuracy testing and will clear the machine. The Location Supervisor and PEO of opposite 

parties re-run the zero report, and both verify no votes are cast, both signatures are needed to 

attest to the Zero Report and then the polls can be opened.  

 

Public Comment: Mathematical error on audit report 

 

A citizen brought a mistake to our attention at the last regular board meeting about the audit 

report from the March 2020 Primary Election. The report posted to the website did not match 

the official form signed by the Board and sent to the SOS. The report has since been updated to 

include the overvotes which were included on the form sent to the SOS but were left off the 

report produced for the website.  

 

When calculating the percent accuracy of the audit a discrepancy was found in the accuracy rate 

calculation. The Butler County Board of Elections reported a number 0.23% less accurate than 

the actual accuracy rate of 99.89%. The mistake has been updated and the new report has been 

posted to the website. 

 

Director Unzicker said the office is happy the error was pointed out so that it could be 

corrected, and the public can have accurate information.  

 

Chairman Cloud asked about scanning the SOS reporting form and posting that to the website. 

Deputy Director Corbin explained that it is possible to scan that form, but the document created 

by the Butler County Board of Elections has much more information about the audit process 

and was created to help educate those reading the results. Member Wunnenberg suggested 

multiple people look at the report before it is posted next time, the directors agreed.  

 

Under General Office Updates Director Unzicker said the office celebrated Precinct Election 

Officials who go through a lot of training and work so that the polls are operational on Election 

Day. PEOs who were recognized had worked in at least 15, 25 or 50 elections. One PEO was 

recognized for working in 54 elections! She said we are looking forward to doing a larger event 

next year and that the PEOs in attendance were very appreciative of the event.  

 

Director Unzicker was happy to report that all schools in Butler County will be closed on Election 

Day.  

 

Deputy Director Corbin reported about a tabletop exercise that he and Director Unzicker 

attended in Hamilton County with Directors from around the state. The interaction was a very 

valuable experience as relationships were built up between counties and a few good ideas came 

from the discussions to help better prepare for election day.  

 
Chairman Cloud asked if there was anyone who wanted to make a public comment. Two citizens 
presented comments to the Board. 
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With no further business, Member Hall moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Member 
Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 09:39 a.m.  

 

 

        

__________________________   __________________________ 

Frank Cloud, Chairman   Nicole Unzicker, Director 

 

 

__________________________  __________________________ 

Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 

 

 

________________________ 

mariann penska, Member  

 
 
 


